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Welcome to Saint Stephen’s in the Season of Pentecost, a season of community formation
and spiritual growth. After Jesus ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit came down on the
day of Pentecost to bless the disciples as they gathered for prayer. The Holy Spirit would
continue to be their guide as they figured out what it meant to be a community that
followed the teachings & example of Christ. At St. Stephen’s we are dedicated to following
Christ, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We're glad that you've joined us this morning!

You will notice that this bulletin indicates moments in the service where sitting, standing,
or kneeling is customary. These are only customs, and if you find that you are
uncomfortable in any of these postures, please pay attention to your body and change
your prayer posture as needed.

If you are interested in becoming more involved with St. Stephen’s, please fill out one of
the welcome cards at the usher’s table. It's our priest’s practice to invite newcomers to
coffee or lunch, so after you fill out a card you can expect to be contacted soon.

The Arps Garage on College Road (kitty-corner from the south side of the church) is free
for parishioners to park in. Simply pick up a parking sticker from the welcome table.

Saint Stephen’s is a B.R.E.A.D. church, joining with 40 diverse congregations to act
powerfully on local issues of justice and fairness such as gun violence, affordable housing
and strategies for maintaining discipline in public schools.. Learn more at
www.breadcolumbus.org.

Saint Stephen’s is a founding member of Neighborhood Services, Inc. (NSI) , a community
food pantry serving the campus area. You can learn more about NSI at
www.neighborhoodservicesinc.org.



The people sit for the Homily.

The Homily

Please stand and face the cross for the Nicene Creed.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Please stand or kneel for the Prayers of the People.

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the
common good.
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The homily is a time
of exploring how
the readings relate
to and inform our
daily living.

Since the Council of
Nicea in 325 C.E,
Christians have
been saying the
Nicene Creed in
worship. The creed
affirms the
Doctrine of the
Trinity — the belief
that God can be
described as a
relationship, as well
as being described
as three persons. It
is a corporate
statement of belief
and, as individuals,
we have a variety of
ways of
understanding it.

We pray for
everything — for
our community, for
our nation, for the
world, and for
everyone who has
asked us for
prayers. Requesting
prayers is simple.
Fill out the prayer
request form that
youll find on the
lecture stand near
the greeting table
with as much
information as you



would like us to
have. Well collect
them and add your
prayers to our
weekly prayer list.
The list goes out
each Tuesday to a
dedicated group of
people who will
pray for you and
your loved ones
throughout the
week. The list will
also be used during
today's worship.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may
use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and
glory.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we
may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them
may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in
your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with
your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage
we may always be supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and
know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and
mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our
intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Confession & Absolution
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Please stand for the peace.

The Peace

The peace of God be with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Anthem or Hymn

Hymn numbers or anthem text can be found in the insert.
Doxology

As the offering plates are brought forward, we sing...

Praise God from whom all blessing flow, Praise God all creatures here
below, Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts, Praise Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost!

The Holy Eucharist

Please stand.

L Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Although we are
created good, we
all miss the mark
sometimes when
interacting with
God, the world,
each other and
ourselves.
Confession is an
opportunity to
reset, to be
forgiven for our
mistakes, and to
affirm our
willingness to try
again.



St. Gregory the
Great said that
“those who sing
pray twice.”
Therefore the
priest usually sings
part of the
Eucharistic prayer.

The Sanctus is
another ancient
hymn, drawn from
scripture. When we
sing the Sanctus,
we are presuming
to praise God on
behalf of all
creation. It is
possible that
animals and insects
and plants are all
praising God on our
behalf as well, in
ways that we can't
understand.

Celebrant
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Let us give thanks to the Lord

our God.

L People

aad
Do e g o ® o o e o e o I
~— ~— Z

right to give God thanks and praise.

It is

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. For by
water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus
Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in
your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and maker of all. Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered
himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in
Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last
day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with
Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Why do we
emphasize “one
bread, one body™?
We believe in Jesus
as the only Son of
God. We all share in
one bread,
representing the
one body of Jesus,
and one cup,
memorializing the
blood of Christ that
was shed for our
salvation.

What do we believe
is happening to the
bread and wine
towards the end of
the Eucharistic
prayer? Jesus is
present in the
elements we share
during Holy
Communion. Our
interpretations of
what this means
may differ from
person to person.
We may understand
this literally or
figuratively.
Regardless, we
know this to be
Christ’s true
presence.



At St. Stephen’s, we
have an “open
table,” meaning that
you are invited to
receive the
Eucharist
regardless of where
you are on your
faith journey. To
r e ceive
communion, come
forward down the
center aisle when
invited by the
priest. The priest
will place the bread
in your palm. To
receive a gluten
free wafer, extend
your hands, palm
down, when
receiving
communion. If you
would like to
receive communion
in “one kind,”
meaning that you
want to receive the
bread but not the
wine, simply cross
your arms over
your chest as the
chalice is offered to
you. If you would
like a blessing from
the priest in lieu of
partaking in the
Eucharist, please
cross your hands
over your chest.

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem
Sung as a round.
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The people are invited to come forward for communion.

Communion Hymn
Hymn numbers can be found in the insert.
Postcommunion Prayer

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always
protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the
good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn

Hymn numbers can be found in the insert.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
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