INSERT

Our service begins on page 3 of this bulletin insert.

HYMNS

Most of our hymns are in the blue Hymnal 1982 in the pew rack in front of you. If we choose a hymn from
another source, we will print it here.

Opening: 596 Judge eternal, throned in splendor
Gospel: 605 What does the Lord require

Offertory: 68 Rejoice! Rejoice, believers

Communion: 635 If thou but trust in God to guide thee
Closing: 636 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'’S SERVICE

Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Hanci Newberry
Assisting at the Table: The Rev. Bruce Smith
Deacon & Campus Minister: The Rev. Brice Patterson
Music Director & Organist: Dr. Dennis Davenport
Cantor: Piers Ross
Acolyte: Coleton Raver
Chalice Bearer: Rae Fellows
Intercessor: Cynthia Whitacre
Lector (Hebrew Scriptures): Elliott Bush
Lector (Epistle & Poem): Rae Fellows
Ushers: Joseph Early
Cybersacristan: Dale Smith

St. Stephen's Vestry

Amy Archer, Tim Bass, Tim Betz (Senior Warden), Joe Guada, Laura Lieser, Dylan Flint,
Stuart Hobbs, Chris Manion, Di McCullough, Melissa Reed, Rob Wood (Junior Warden).
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Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics.

Prelude

Announcements

The people stand for the Processional Hymn.

Processional Hymn

Hymn numbers can be found on the first page of this insert or on the hymn board.
Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

All-loving God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Trisagion
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Collect for the Day

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right,
that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah

The vision of Isaiah ben Amos concerning Judah and Jerusalem during the reigns of
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, rulers of Judah.

Hear the word of God, you rulers of “Sodom™ Listen to the command of God, you people
of “Gomorrah™

“These interminable sacrifices of yours: what are they to me?” says God. “I am fed up with
burnt offerings of rams and the fat of calves! The blood of bulls, lambs, and goats
nauseates me. When you came to present yourselves before me, who asked you to
trample over my courts? Don't bring any more of your useless offerings to me — their
incense fills me with loathing. New moons, Sabbaths, assemblies — I cannot endure
another festival of injustice! Your new moons and your pilgrimages I despise with all my
soul. They are wearisome to me; I am tired of bearing them.

“When you open up your hands in prayer, [ turn my eyes away from you. You may heap
prayer upon prayer, but I won't hear them — your hands are covered with blood! Wash!
Clean yourselves! Get your injustice out of my sight! Cease to do evil and learn to do
good! Search for justice and help the oppressed! Protect those who are orphaned and
plead the case of those who are widowed!

“Come now! Let’s look at the choices before you,” says God. “Though your sins are like
scarlet, they can be white as snow. Though they are red as crimson, they can be like
fleece. If you are willing to obey, you will eat the best that the land has to offer — but if you
persist in rebellion the sword will consume you instead!”

The mouth of God has spoken.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24

The cantor will sing the antiphon once, and the congregation will repeat it. Cantor and congregation will sing
the verses together, changing notes on the underlined words and switching between the A and B verses.
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[A] The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken *

and has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

[A] Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals the divine glory.

[B] Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before whom there is a consuming flame,
and round about whom a raging storm. Antiphon.

[A] God calls the heavens and the earth from a-bove *

to witness the judgement of this people.

[A] “Gather before me my loyal followers, *

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”

[B] Let the heavens declare the rightness of the divine cause; *

for God, God alone, is judge. Antiphon.
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[A] “Hear, O my people, and I will speak:
O Israel, I will bear witness a-gainst you,; *
for I am God, your God.
[B] I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; *
your offerings are always be-fore me. Antiphon.
[A] Consider this well, you who forget God, *
lest [ rend you and there be none to de-liver you.
[B] Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; *
but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of God.” Antiphon.

A Reading from Hebrews

Faith is the reality of all that is hoped for; faith is the proof of all that is unseen. Because of
faith, our ancestors were approved by God. By faith, we understand that the world was
created by the word from God, and that what is visible came into being through the invisible.

By faith, Sarah and Abraham obeyed when they were called, and went off to the place they
were to receive as a heritage; they went forth, moreover, not knowing where they were
going. By faith, Sarah and Abraham lived in the promised land as resident aliens, dwelling
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in tents with their children and grandchildren, who were heirs of the same promise—for
they were looking forward to the city with foundations, whose designer and maker is God.

By faith, Sarah received the ability to conceive, even though she was past childbearing
age, for she thought that the One who had made the promise was worthy of trust. As a
result of this faith, there came forth from one woman and one man, themselves as good as
dead, descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sands of the seashore.

All of them died in faith. They didn't obtain what had been promised, but saw and
welcomed it from afar. By acknowledging themselves to be strangers and exiles on the
earth, they showed that they were looking for a country of their own. If they had been
thinking of the country from which they had come, they'd have been able to return to it.
But they were searching for a better country, a heavenly one. So God isn't ashamed of
them, or ashamed to be called their God. That's why God has prepared a city for them.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Here I Am, Lord
By Michael Chitwood

The ribbed black of the umbrella
is an argument for the existence of God,

that little shelter
we carry with us

and may forget
beside a chair

in a committee meeting
we did not especially want to attend.

What a beautiful word, umbrella.
A shade to be opened.

Like a bat’s wing, scalloped.
It shivers.

A drum head
beaten by the silver sticks

of rain
and [ do not have mine

and so the rain showers me.

The people stand and sing.
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The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According To Luke
Glory to You, O Christ.

Jesus said: “Fear not, little flock, for it has pleased your Abba to give you the kindom. Sell
what you own and give the money to poorer people. Make purses for yourselves that don't
wear out—treasures that won't fail you, in heaven that thieves can’t steal and moths can't
destroy. For wherever your treasure is, that's where your heart will be.

Be dressed and ready, and keep your lamps lit. Be like the household staff awaiting the
owner’s return from a wedding, so that when the owner arrives and knocks, you'll open
the door without delay. It will go well with those staff members whom the owner finds
wide awake upon returning. I tell you the absolute truth, the owner will put on an apron,
seat them at table and proceed to wait on them. Should the owner happen to come at
midnight, or before sunrise, and find them prepared, it will go well with them. Understand
this: no homeowner who knew when a thief was coming would have let the thief break in!
So be on guard—the Promised One will come when least expected”

The Gospel of Our Savior.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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