INSERT

Our service begins on page 3 of this bulletin insert.

HYMNS

Most of our hymns are in the blue Hymnal 1982 in the pew rack in front of you. If we choose a hymn from
another source, we will print it here.

Opening: 410 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven
Gospel: 148 Creator of the earth and skies

Offertory: 709 O God of Bethel, by whose hand
Communion: 341 For the bread which you have broken
Closing: 495 Hail, thou once despised Jesus!
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'’S SERVICE

Celebrant: The Rev. Neil Elliott
Preacher: Dr. Judith Grant
Deacon & Campus Minister: The Rev. Brice Patterson
Cantor: Piers Ross
Music Director & Organist: Dr. Dennis Davenport
Acolyte: Coleton Raver
Chalice Bearer: Kaitlin Raver
Intercessor: Cynthia Whitacre
Lector (Hebrew Scriptures): Kaethe Sandman
Lector (Epistle & Poem): Kaitlin Raver
Ushers: Kaethe Sandman
Cybersacristan: Dale Smith

St. Stephen's Vestry

Amy Archer, Tim Bass, Tim Betz (Senior Warden), Joe Guada, Laura Lieser, Dylan Flint,
Stuart Hobbs, Chris Manion, Di McCullough, Melissa Reed, Rob Wood (Junior Warden).
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Throughout the service, the people’s responses are in italics.

Prelude
Announcements

The people stand for the Processional Hymn.

Processional Hymn
Hymn numbers can be found on the first page of this insert or on the hymn board.

Opening Acclamation & Collect for Purity

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.

All-loving God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Collect for the Day

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we
may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The people sit.

A Reading from Hosea

When God first spoke to Hosea, God said: “Go! Marry a prostitute and beget children of
prostitution! For the land is guilty of the most hideous kind of prostitution by forsaking
God”

So Hosea married Gomer bat-Diblaim, who conceived and bore a son. Then God said to
Hosea, “Name him Jezreel, for soon I will take my revenge on the house of Jeru for the
slaughter at Jezreel, and I will destroy the dominion of Israel. On that day, I will smash
Israel's bow in the valley of Jezreel”

Then Gomer conceived again and bore a daughter. God said to Hosea, “Name her Lo-
ruhamah—‘No Compassion'— for I will no longer hold dear the house of Israel, nor will I
forgive them. But I will hold dear the house of Judah and will rescue them—not by the bow
or by the sword or by battle or by horses or riders, but by their God”

Once Gomer had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived again, and bore another son, God
said: “Name him Lo-ammi—‘Not my People’—for you are not my people and I will not be
your God. Yet the people of Israel will be as numerous as the sands of the seashore that
can neither be measured nor counted. And one day, instead of it being said of them ‘“You
are not my people, it will be said, ‘You are the children of the living God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 85

The cantor will sing the antiphon once, and the congregation will repeat it. Cantor and congregation will sing
the verses together, changing notes on the underlined words and switching between the A and B verses.
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[A] You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
[A] You have forgiven all the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.
[B] You have withdrawn all your fury *
and turned yourself from your wrathful indig-nation. Antiphon.
[A] Restore us then, O God our Savior; *
let your anger de-part from us.
[A] Will you be displeased with us for ever? *
Will you prolong your anger from age to age?
[B] Will you not give us life a-gain, *
that your people may re-joice in you? Antiphon.
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[A] I will listen to what you, Lord God, are saying, *
for you are speaking peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to you.
[B] Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, *
that your glory may dwell in our land. Antiphon.
[A] Mercy and truth have met to-gether; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
[B] Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. Antiphon.
[A] Lord, you will indeed grant pros-perity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
[B] Righteousness shall go be-fore you, *
and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. Antiphon.

Bulletin Insert— Page 6



A Reading from Colossians

Since you have received Christ Jesus, live your whole life in our Savior. Send your roots
deep and grow strong in Christ—firmly established in the faith you've been taught, and full
of thanksgiving. Make sure that no one traps you and deprives you of your freedom by
some secondhand, empty and deceptive philosophy that is based on the principles of the
world instead of Christ.

In Christ the fullness of divinity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you find your own
fulfillment—in the One who is the head of every Sovereignty and Power. In Christ you have
been given the Covenant through a transformation performed not by human hands, but
by the complete stripping away of your body of flesh. This is what “circumcision” in Christ
means. In baptism you were not only buried with Christ but also raised to life, because you
believed in the power of God who raised Christ from the dead. And though you were dead
in sin and did not have the Covenant, God gave you new life in company with Christ,
pardoning all our sins. God has canceled the massive debt that stood against us with all its
hostile claims, taking it out of the way and nailing it to the cross. In this way God disarmed
the Principalities and the Powers and made a public display of them after having
triumphed over them at the cross.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Prayer
by Kevin Prufer

What shall I do if I never can reach him?

The bed is a harlot, all laughter and lace.

My teeth like a riot of bridges and gold

so how can he hear me? And what should I say?

The asters and poppies just die in the window,
the rose on its stem is bald where it aches.

The blood fruit rolled from the table then burst,
so how can I kneel, and whom should I face?

The lord must be sleeping. The bones in my tongue
are rib-like and caught, my mouth is amazed-

but how should I sing and what shall I call him?

He hasn't a name. I don't know his grace.

The people stand and sing.
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Gospel Hymn

Hymn numbers can be found on the first page of this insert or on the hymn board.

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ According To Luke
Glory to You, O Christ.

One day Jesus was praying, and when he had finished, one of the disciples asked, “Rabbi, teach
us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.

Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say, ‘Abba God, hallowed be your Name! May your reign
come. Give us today tomorrow’s bread. Forgive us our sins, for we too forgive everyone who
sins against us; and don't let us be subjected to the Test.”

Jesus said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, a neighbor, and you go to your neighbor
at midnight and say, ‘Lend me three loaves of bread, because friends of mine on a journey have
come to me, and [ have nothing to set before them. Then your neighbor says, ‘Leave me alone.
The door is already locked and the children and I are in bed. I can’'t get up to look after your
needs.

“I tell you, though your neighbor will not get up to give you the bread out of friendship, your
persistence will make your neighbor get up and give you as much as you need.

“That's why 1 tell you, keep asking and youll receive; keep looking and youll find; keep
knocking and the door will be opened to you. For whoever asks, receives; whoever seeks,
finds; whoever knocks, is admitted. What parents among you will give a snake to their child
when the child asks for a fish, or a scorpion when the child asks for an egg? If you, with all
your sins, know how to give your children good things, how much more will our heavenly
Abba give the Holy Spirit to those who ask?”

The Gospel of Our Savior.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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